Among many other tributes, Professor Sue Bailey wrote on 3 January to inform the College membership:

My sadness is at the news of the untimely death of Professor Hamid Ghodse, just after Christmas. Many of you will have known Hamid in his work in the field of addictions, and in his role at St George's Hospital. His hugely important work with the United Nations, advising on addictions policy, has had an enormous influence on global mental health. He has been a senior member of the College, to whom I and many past-Presidents have often turned for advice.

Hamid steered the College's International Affairs Committee, and edited our journal *International Psychiatry*. We presented him with the Lifetime Achievement Award at the RCPsych Awards in 2011. In Hamid I, and countless colleagues, have lost a good friend and one of the wisest, most humane people I have ever met. Hamid was blessed with a loving family, and family was always utmost in his mind. I therefore hope we can hold in mind his family, and all the families of College members who have died in 2012.

Sue Bailey President, Royal College of Psychiatrists

On 2 November 2012, the College's Volunteering and International Psychiatry Special Interest Group held its first annual conference. There was a full house at the College. It was an opportunity to celebrate the volunteering and international activities of members and non-members. There was a talk by former President Sheila Hollins on the international aspects of the College, and presentations from Uganda, Somaliland, Haiti and Ghana. The day ended with a debate on the role of diaspora organisations in international work. Workshops were held to develop future strategies.

The West Pacific Division of the College, chaired by Dr M. Parameshvara Deva, has been involved in helping to establish a Labasa Stress Management Day Centre in Venua Levu, Fiji. The centre is a place to promote recovery for those experiencing mental illness or emotional distress. It will aim to promote meaningful experiences in a social, supported and welcoming environment. It has been shown to serve as an acute treatment centre for those not needing in-patient psychiatric care and is better than out-patient care alone. It is also an opportunity for family members to participate in activities and understand the many aspects of stress and its management. Sessions can be run from the day centre for those recovering from mental illness, emotional distress or stress. The day centre focuses on the following areas to support clients and their families: community engagement and activities; personal recovery goals and strategies to cope with stress; well-being and a healthy lifestyle; ensuring medication compliance and reducing side-effects.

The Royal College of Psychiatrists Awards are currently in their fourth year and recognise and reward the most talented psychiatric trainees, the most innovative teams and the most dedicated psychiatrists. Some of the 2012 winners were: Lifetime Achievement Award -- Professor Eve JohnstonePsychiatrist of the Year -- Dr Geraldine StrathdeePsychiatric Team of the Year -- Adult Cognitive Assessment and Intervention Team, Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS Foundation TrustService User Contributor of the Year (jointly awarded to two winners) -- Maurice Arbuthnott and Graham Morgan

Nominations for the RCPsych Awards 2013 opened in January 2013.
